
   

OHIO FAIR  
MANAGERS ASSOCIATION 

 

99th Annual Ohio Fair Managers               
Convention Program and More  

APP: https://app.resultsathand.com/ofma24.  

Ohio Fairs and Service Members Gather in                                   
Columbus January 4-7, 2024 

2 Continuing Education Certificate Programs  

Thursday  10:30-12 noon. Union A,B,C Secretary and Treasurers Training, "Ready for Ac-
tion: Lori Firsdon, Founder & Owner, Forte Organizers, LLC.  
  

Friday 2:15-3:15  The Critical Elements of Property & Casualty Insurance Coverage and Risk 
Management. McKinley Room,  Provided by Burnham Flower Team 
 

And 130 other Workshops, Round Tables and Events    
Complete Program in this edition  

Officers Nominated Bios, and much more  
 

Thursday 3:30-4:30 p.m.  Union A, B, & C  Competitive Exhibits, the Unsung Stars of Your 
Fair “IAFE Speaker Jessica McLaughlin  CFE, Spokane Co. Washington Interstate Fair 
  

THURSDAY $10,000,000 State Grants available 2024 Morrow Room by Ohio Development  
  

Friday Your Fairs Performance Audit Marion Room Ohio Auditors Office   
 President Paul Harris and your Board of Directors with suggestions from our fairs 
and issues surfacing since 2022, have brought forward a program to help improve opera-
tions, share knowledge and have fun.  
 Mark Mayfield will give the Keynote Address Saturday 
morning with all attendees in Battelle Hall and his Topic is 
“MORPH”, and following Marks Presentation Ohio Fairs’ Queen 
Rebekah Hardacre will introduce the 2024 Ohio Fairs Queen Roy-
ality.   
 ODA has Meetings Friday and Saturday for fairs to gain in-
sight on the animal commodity review of 2023 and the going for-
ward outlook for 2024 
 The workshops and round tables are staffed with Fair Offic-
ers, Directors, Staff, Extension Specialist and Junior Fair Board 
Members who have raised their hand to help spread knowledge 
for our guests.  

Fun Things & The Entire 2024 Program is in this issue  
Friday Night Presidents Dessert Reception and Showcase of Acts and More  

Bourbon Education Sessions and Sampling, Wine and Bingo 
Annual Gala Extravaganza with Live and Silent Auction, Dancing, 50/50, Side Boards and 

the BIG PIZZA BASH  Lots of Hospitality Thursday—Sunday Morning          

APP: https://app.resultsathand.com/ofma24.  
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         Paul Harris, President   
   
 Seems like yesterday we were kicking the door open 
on the 2023 fair season, and here we find ourselves at the 
end of the run closing the books and thinking of Christmas.  
 This year, just like all years, had its ups and downs. If 
we could just find a way to control the weather, we would 
have it made. Nonetheless our great Ohio fairs continue to 
clear every hurdle and celebrate the successes’. You all 
strive to provide an agricultural based event with just the 
right combination of youth education and entertainment. 
The value you provide your community is priceless.  
 As we near the end of the season PLEASE keep an 
eye on getting your books closed and the annual report com-
pleted for ODA. We simply cannot have a repeat of last year 
with delinquent reports. We have the best working relation-
ship with ODA in David Miran and Director Baldridge and 
ALL need to be mindful of that, if you need help or have a 
question we can address, please call.  
 Your OFMA board is working to finalize the details for 
this year’s convention, and it looks to be another fantastic 
event. This year’s theme is “Change” as hard as it can be we 
all have to be able to accept change. It is often hard and some-
times doesn’t work, but we don’t know unless we try. We 
must continue to look at new ideas for success in this ever-
changing industry and world. 
 The Program developed by the team is filled with sessions requested, suggested from 
the various agencies that support our fairs and coming trends that can support our fairs. 
There is a lot of FUN  thing to do as well. The tradeshow is  SOLD out again and offers 
about every product that fairs need.  
 As I come to the end of my term as president of OFMA I want to thank you all for 
your support and encouragement along the way.  Your enthusiasm for our fair industry is 
contagious.  
 Have a  great holiday season and I look forward to seeing you in January as always 
if you need anything give me a call.  

 Paul Harris, OFMA President  Paul  

APP:  https://app.resultsathand.com/ofma24.  
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Thursday  10:30-12 noon.                     Union A,B,C 
Secretary and Treasurers Training  "Ready for Ac-
tion:  Certificate of Participation Workshop  
 

Friday 1:00 –2:00                         McKinley Room 
"Blue Ribbon Organizing”      
 

Lori Firsdon 
Founder & Owner,  Forte Organizers, LLC.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday 3:30-4:30 p.m. Competitive Exhibits- the                  

Unsung Stars of Your Fair           Union A,B, & C 
    

“IAFE Speaker Jessica McLaughlin, CFE            
Spokane Co. Washington Interstate Fair 
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Ohio Fair Managers Association  
P. O. Box 2625     

Stow, Ohio 44224  
330 208 0372 ph/fax 

ohiofairs@att.net          
 http://www.ohiofairs.org 

 
Servicing Ohio’s Fairs and Related 
Members Interests for over 99 years  

 

We Proudly support our   
95 Fairs and 198 Service Members  

 

Stanley Strode  Morgan County 
Nominee for President OFMA 

  

 Stanley Strode currently resides on the family sheep 
farm where he was born and raised. His Father was a Fair-
board director for 33 years and instilled a life of enjoy-
ment in all thing’s agriculture. Like his father, Stanley has 
been a director of the Morgan County Agricultural Society 
since 1999.  
 His membership began in 1993 when he returned to 
Ohio with his wife of 41 years. He met Cathy at the Ohio 
State Fair when their sheep pens happened to be next to 
one another. Stanley has three children who are all mem-
bers of the Morgan County Agricultural Society and 7 
adorable grandchildren. 
 Stanley continues his role as a director and has also been the boards Treasur-
er since 2014. Stanley has continued his leadership as the OFMA District 7 Direc-
tor, and as 1st Vice President representing fairs since 2010.  

By day, Stanley has just retired as the Wool Manager at Mid-States Wool Growers 
in Canal Winchester where he has formed many collaborations since he began 
working there in 1993. Stanley is also a Pastor at McDougal Church in Millfield Ohio. 

Stanley 

Ohio Director of Agriculture Brian 
Baldridge will Host the ODA Annual               

Meeting of all Fairs Friday Morning Hyatt            
Regency Ballroom  Doors open 7:45  

APP:                                       
https://

app.resultsathand.com/
ofma24.  
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Paul Lease Columbiana County 
Nominee for 2nd Vice-President  

My name is Paul Lease, and I am running for 2nd Vice President of OFMA. I currently 
serve on the OFMA representing District 9, where I have served on entertainment and trade 
show committees as well as January Convention committee. I sit on the Columbiana County 
Fair Board and have done so for 31 years. Before retiring from Columbia Gas after 41 years, I 
served as a measurement and regulation technician. 
 During my time on the fair board, I have held the following positions: President; Vice 
President and Secretary for two terms each. I served as Treasurer for one term. Junior Fair, 
Grounds, Parking, Entertainment Manager, Security as well as Concessions. 
 As a working Columbiana County Fair Board member, I am always there on fair board 
workdays. Focusing on making political connections to assist in raising money for capital im-
provements in Columbiana County and working to help and support District 9 stay at the front 
of the numerous issues that have come up over the last few years has been an immense pleas-
ure of mine. 
 As 2nd Vice President, I look forward to continuing to work for all fairs through my 
knowledge of the OFMA and the fair industry. Serving on the Red Book Committee with cur-
rent president Paul Harris, I feel I have learned so much about the ODA and the legal process 
to assist in making changes when needed. Partnering with Government Advantage Group and 
Amanda Sines, I continue to have resources to help answer questions that may come up. 

My wife Sue and I have a small farm and have time to enjoy crops and the beef we raise. 
We have one son and daughter-in-law and two granddaughters and find spending time with 
them is one of our greatest joys. 
 I would appreciate your support as I run for the 2nd Vice President of OFMA 
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Bob Dawson Lake County 
Nominee for Treasurer 
 

Bob Dawson has been  affiliated with the Lake County Fair for the past 
forty-six years.  Bob started his fair career when he was hired to be Con-
cession Manager at the age of twenty-six, a position he held for twenty-
two years.  When the Lake County Agricultural Society voted to increase 
the size of their Fair Board in 1991, Bob was appointed as Director at 
Large. The following year, Bob was elected President of the Board, a po-
sition he held for twelve consecutive years. 
 
Bob was elected to the position of OFMA District Nine Director in 1999.  
He has served on the Long-Range Planning, Nominating, Grievance, 
Convention, Credentials, Budget, Registration, Showcase and Trade 
Show Committees.  In 2002, Bob was appointed  Treasurer when past 
Treasurer Bob Rose became ill. He was elected Treasurer of the OFMA in 
January 2004 and has held the position for the past twenty-three years.   
Bob serves as chairman of the OFMA Budget Committee and as Treasur-
er for the OFMA/GOSA PAC where he is active on the political front on 
behalf of the Fairs Industry. 
 
In 2003, Bob retired early after twenty-four years in management with the RW Sidley Company of Paines-
ville, finishing his career as their Group President.  He then started a new public sector career serving as the 
Lake County Workforce Director for seventeen years. Bob is currently serving his 3rd four-year term as a Per-
ry Township Trustee. 
 
Bob is a member of the Lake County Fair and the OFMA Hall of Fame. He and his wife Dawn live in Perry 
Township. They have three adult children and six grandchildren.                                         

Bob- 

 

We are proud to support the 
Ohio Fair Managers and their 

Members  

Burnham & Flower Insurance 
Group 6500 Taylor Road  
Blacklick, Ohio 43004.  

 Ohio Office is 614.861.1478  
Fax number is 614.861.1486. 
Director-Ohio Governmental Program 

Thomas Welsh  

E-mail to: twelsh@bfgroup.com  
Website: www.bfgroup.com 
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 2023 MARKET PLACE TRADESHOW  
Paul Lease, Chairman 

 The Annual Market Place is Sold out 7th year in a row.  The 
135 Vendor spaces are filled with the verbal alphabet soup of prod-
ucts. Hours are Friday and Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm.  
 The Vendors have kicked in $1000 in moneys for the Fair 
Officials Drawings and the Guest/Associate Drawings of Gift 
Cards which will be announced Friday evening at the Presidents 
Reception and Saturday Night at the Gala. Winners need not be 
present to win. Look for the two Gold Tumblers to deposit your 
ticket stubs from your registrant packet.  
 Numerous Sponsors are sponsoring Hospitality in the 
tradeshow, (you must have a 2024 Name Badge to receive) each 
afternoon with Free Keg Beer and snacks in the Franklin Rooms, 
County Hallway and the 1st Floor Taft Foyer snacks as well as 
Welcome to Columbus Hospitality in the Nationwide Foyer 1st Floor. I encourage the 
Fairs to support those Vendors and Members who Support Ohio’s Fairs by being a 
member of the OFMA  
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Tom Stocksdale Wayne County 
Nominee for 1st Vice President  

 

 Thomas R. Stocksdale of Wayne County is well known 
for his expertise in agricultural financial services across Ohio. 
His skill as a manager with keen insight into the specific 
needs of clients has empowered many successful endeavors. 
 His efforts within the rural community include many 
years in leadership with the Wayne County Fair Board, the 
Ohio Fair Manager Association, Buckeye Agricultural Muse-
um & Education Center, Wayne -Ashland Dairy Service Unit, 
Wayne County Ag Leaders, Wayne County Ag Success Team, 
Friends of the Wayne County Fair, Wayne County Rural 
Youth, Ohio 4-H Foundation at OSU, OSU 4-H Advisory 
Committee Extension Advisory, 4-H Advisor, Kiwanis Club, 
Valley College Grange, and the Shreve Business & Commu-
nity Association.                                                                               
 He held or still holds leadership positions achieving a 
multitude of objectives with his contributions. Stocksdale is 
the drummer for the “Mel Stocksdale Square Dance Band,” has clerked for the Wayne County 
Junior Fair for 35 years, was the District 5 Director of the Ohio Fair Manager Association for 
13 years with oversight of 12 local and independent fairs of North Central Ohio, and has been 
the Ohio Fair Manager Association 2nd Vice President for the past 2 years.                                                                                         
 He is the director of Triway Capers, serves the Ripley Church of Christ as a deacon, and 
operates a small farm with his wife, Connie. They have three children, 6 grand children and 2 
great grandchildren. He holds a BS degree in Agricultural Economics from Cornell University 
during which he played four years of football. The Triway graduate currently schedules in time 
to watch his grandson play for The OSU Buckeye football team.  

           Guest  Activities  Report   
 Tom Stocksdale Chairman Guest Activities 
For 2024 the committee has the following activities  
1. Thursday afternoon visit the ODA Campus at Reyn-

oldsburg, Transportation included Cost $10.00. Buses 
will be leaving Hyatt at: 1:00pm 

2. Friday 3 Bourbon Education Seminars with Sampling 
Cost $50 limited to 120 seats. Sessions at 1:00, 2:30 & 
4:00 

3. Saturday BINGO and WINE, each person receives 2 
glasses of wine and Gift Cards will be given as prizes 
Cost is $30  

4. Riff Rye Whiskey Limited Edition Engraved, Num-
bered Bottle for sale only 212 available $80 available in 
the OFMA Office Nationwide rooms 1st Floor  

APP:  https://app.resultsathand.com/ofma24.  
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Prowant Specialty Company  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family owned  and operated for over  
50 years Anissa & Bill Prowant  

Suzannah Cushman 
PO Box 80     Dupont, OH 45837  

Day & Eve: (419) 596-3286     

APP:  https://app.resultsathand.com/ofma24.  
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Ohio Fairs’ Queen Report 
Rebekah Hardacre ohiofairsqueen2023@gmail.com  

My Year as Ohio Fairs’ Queen  
 

  As the last of the fairs came to an end I made 
sure to get to as many as I was possibly able to. I attend-
ed around 50 fairs this year in my travels and some of the 
last few were so amazing to see the fall fairs and the 
wonderful fall colors and incorporation that the fall sea-
son brings to the fairs!  
 Even though some days were cold and rainy, I en-
joyed traveling to all the fairs I was able to go to this fair 
season! And it somehow worked out that if I was not able 
to attend a fair, I met the majority of the other fair royalty 
at county fair royalty get together and luncheons! I have 
had an absolute blast being the 2023 Ohio Fairs' Queen 
and I am honored that I got to serve as this year's queen 
for the fairs of Ohio!  
  I am so excited for the competition and con-
vention coming up and I can not wait to see you all and your competing queens at 
the convention in January! 
 
 2023 Ohio Fairs' Queen Rebekah Hardacre 

Queens Mom Jennifer Hardacre and her Amazing Story  
H.A.R.D. ACRE Farms is in Clark County  

  Mission Statement: To provide adults of all 
abilities with the dignity to enjoy meaningful work, 
life, and social relationships in a safe agricultural com-
munity; to participate as good stewards of God's boun-
ty and practice Honor and Respect Daily at the 
H.A.R.D. Acre Farm  
 Quote from Mom, “Once the chores are done, we 
might end out painting outside and then hold on to those projects and finish them 
inside the barn on a rainy day,” said Jennifer Hardacre, who also owns and founded 
The H.A.R.D. Acre Farm. “Daily programs are also based on the ability of our 
farmers. For instance, gardening for someone that has full range of mobility might 
include weeding the garden at the ground level, where someone who may not be 
able to bend over would be weeding at one of our raised beds or planting seeds at a 
high table top. We can plan a program for anybody and make it a meaningful day 
on the farm.”  Check out the Farm:  https://thehardacrefarm.org/ 
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Bob Dawson Showcase Chairman  
2024 OFMA SHOWCASE Friday Evening  Regency Ballroom 

The following acts will Showcase after a Special 
Presentation Sponsored by the Ohio Fair Managers;  
3 Redneck Tenors 

 The 6 Bands Selected  
 

THE AUBREY REY BAND Presented by Yugar Pro-
ductions   Tradeshow Space: # 317 
  

CRUSH THE BON JOVI CONCERT EXPERI-
ENCE    Presented by ERG Tradeshow Space: #22 
  

JAKE HOOT  Presented by Klein’s Entertainment     
Tradeshow Space: #24 
  

ALEX MILLER Presented by Variety Attractions   
Tradeshow Space: #30 –31 
  

ADAM CALVERT Presented by Adam Calvert Music Tradeshow Space: #61 
  

RECESS Presented by  Recess Productions Tradeshow Space: # 75 
 

In addition: 
 Friday ODA Breakfast National Anthem Presented by: Jake Binegar Music                  

     Saturday General Session National Anthem: Hello Sister Music   
  Thank you for supporting the table raffle Sold out Winning Table Holder  
receive 50% of the total  

APP:  https://app.resultsathand.com/ofma24.  
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2024 OFMA Junior Fair Conference January 5 & 6, 2024 
Roger Smith, Chairman 

 Junior Fair Boards from county fairs around the state 
gathered in Columbus for the Junior Fair Conference.  The 
weekend swill start with a reception on Friday evening for 
Junior Fair Boards traveling to Columbus on Friday in prepa-
ration for Saturday’s activities. Social evening is planned  
with all the pizza you can eat.. After eating Extension staff in 
attendance will lead the members in some mixers to allow 
them to connect with others from around the state.    
 
 Saturday morning, kick off with a General Session with 
Mark Mayfield as the keynote speaker.  His presentation will 
be followed by the crowning of the 2024 Ohio Fairs’ Queen, 
by 2023 Ohio Fairs’ Queen Rebekah Hardacre from Clark 
County.  The general sessions will follow with the  education-
al sessions for the junior fair attendees.  Throughout the day, 
there are nearly 30 sessions for them to attend, all of them of-
fering practical advice on dealing with their roles as junior 
fair board members and some of the situations that they will 
likely encounter.  Sessions are facilitated by extension personnel.  
 
 Junior Fair Conference Chairman 
Roger Smith, OFMA District 6 
ROGER 
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OFMA STAFF AND INTERESTED GUESTS SAMPLE  
SELECT FROM 5 BARRELS THE 99th OFMA CONVENTION                           
ANNIVESARY  LIMITED ADDITION RIFF RYE WHISKEY.  

These will be available by order and in the OFMA office at the convention until all 212 bottles 
are sold.         Order on line at:  https://ofma.hometownticketing.com/embed/all 

APP:  https://app.resultsathand.com/ofma24.  
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9PM Pizza Blitz 
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