
CELEBRATION EVENING
100TH ANNIVERSARY

Supporting Sponsor:



110000tthh  AAnnnniivveerr��aaaarryy  
CCeelleebbrraattiioonn  EEvveenniinngg  

5-7 Presidents Western Barbeque Dinner
      Custom Chef's Table  

Cole Slaw ● Mac & Cheese ● Baked Beans 
● Pulled Pork & Pulled Chicken with Brioche Bun

● Chef's Choice of Dessert
● Beverages Included - Decaffeinated Coffee- Iced Tea

Sponsorship Support: Acrisure Insurance 
5-7:45 Free Play Amusement Rides, Games, Snacks

7:45 Master of Ceremonies Robert Dawson 
OFMA Treasurer/Talent Chairman 

Introductions Kim Meyers DD5 
100th Committee Chairman 

8pm Opening Act Comedian Howard Mincone 
Presented by: Kleins Entertainment      

Jo Dee Messina in Concert 
 Presented by: Variety Attractions 

Conclusion of the Concert Winning Table Drawing $5,000 
Rides & Games till 11pm 

Rides Sponsored by: Durant Amusements 
Kissel Amusements & Lisko Family Shows 

Games Sponsored by: Cappella Concessions, 
Fun Time Arcade & Island Tyme Concessions 

Popcorn/cotton candy sponsored by: Kolar Concessions 
Hall A Decorations: Bush’s Fairway Foods 

Souvenir Cold Drink Cups Sponsored by:  Berk Paper Supply 
 Game Plush Sponsored by: 

Greater Ohio Showman Association & Classic Toy  
Admission via Convention 2025 Name Badge & Cover Charge Ticket required to enter    

DINNER, RIDES AND GAMES INCLUDED WITH COVER CHARGE
100th Committee Kim Myers, Chairman, Dan Bullen, Stanley Strode, Tom Stocksdale, 

Paul Lease, Robert Dawson, Howard Call, Rod Arter 
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Alfred Putnam Sandals was Ohio’s eleventh Secretary of Agriculture.  
The Ohio State Fair helped organize the Ohio Fair Managers’ Association 
(OFMA) around 1922 and Myers Cooper was the First President of the Ohio 
Fair Managers.  During the early years, the OFMA’s emphasis was largely on 
exhibitions of education and agriculture.  Harness racing in Ohio began its 
growth in the late 1930s and after World War II the Ohio Harness industry grew 
rapidly and in the late 1950s the Ohio Fairs Fund was developed and approved 
by legislature to establish funding for racing and fairs. 
 The first convention took place in 1925 with convention programing ex-
panding over two days with 12-15 workshops with several hundred in attend-
ance, now fast forward to current day with the convention being four days, over 
130 workshops, roundtables, and meetings with the attendance of over 3,500.  
The program ideas are generated from fellow fairs that demonstrate outstanding 
examples of how to enhance the experience we are all trying to achieve and have 
the fair goer experience.  These programs are meant to help fair boards in attend-
ance of the conference take back new and fresh ideas or give key tips to enhancing ideas already in 
place. 
 The Junior Fair participation which now averages 1,400 has grown over the years and educa-
tional programming is designed with the assistance of The Ohio State University Extension staff of 
specialists. 
 Over the years as the attendance continued to grow, it was in 1985, Executive Secretary Mark 
List introduced the tradeshow to the convention.  It began in the Franklin Rooms growing to Union 
Rooms then finally to old Battelle Hall.  In Battelle Hall there were game and food trailer manufactur-
ers, an amusement ride, band performance stage trailer, and vendors selling out of their trailers along 
with tradeshow spaces.  With renovations to Battelle Hall, the tradeshow was moved to the Franklin 
and Delaware Ballrooms and the hallways of the Hyatt meeting space.  Mark started with roughly 30 
spaces and has now grown into 165 spaces and the largest state association of fairs marketplace of 
tradeshow in the nation. 
 The conventions early on featured a grand ballroom banquet with a band for dancing, an ex-
travagant plated served feast with the serving staff parade with faming Baked Alaska dessert.  How-
ard Call noted that in the late 1970s at the Sheraton Ballroom, “the flamboyant tuxedo clad head wait-
er during the flaming Baked Alaska parade dropped the huge platter leading the parade.  He picked 
himself up, and we never saw the head waiter again”.  As time has progressed the fair boards like to 
go out to dinner as Columbus offers many fine dining locations and these evening banquets have fad-
ed away. 
 Today, the Ohio Fair Managers is the largest stated association of fairs conventions represent-
ing the 95 Agricultural ORC organized fairs in Ohio, including the Ohio State Fair, and more than 
240 associate service members from allied fields will hold the 100th Annual Convention January 2-5, 
2025, in Columbus, Ohio.  Throughout the years, the OFMA has remained true to its purpose of pro-
moting and encouraging the development and improvement of agricultural fairs, shows, and exposi-
tions.  The OFMA is actively engaged and supports the International Association of Fairs and Exposi-
tions (IAFE) as well as the Federation of State and Provincial Association of Fairs. 
 The Organization Objectives are: 1. To represent and promote the general welfare of the 
County, Independent and State Fairs of the State of Ohio.  2. Encourage closer cooperation among 
Fairs of Ohio.  3. To promote Agriculture and its related fields to our fairs and their customers.  4. To 
provide for our annual meeting or convention of all Fairs, associated groups and businesses at least 
once a year.  5. To promote cooperation among all agricultural related educational and commodity 
organizations.  6. Follow the Established 990 Practice of the OFMA Board. 
 

History of the Ohio Fair Mangers Association  

Myers Cooper  
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Note: Fred was the President of the 
OFMA 1984-1985 and was instrumen-
tal in the Ohio Fairs Fund Program.  
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EEvveenniinngg  SSppoonnssoorrss    
Diamond Level                                                                                                      

In excess of $4,000 
Showman of Showman Level     

In Excess of $3,000 

Blue Ribbon Level 
In excess of $2,000 

 

Mahoning County “Canfield” Fair  Diamond Sponsor  
Hartford Independent Fair  Diamond Sponsor  
Great Geauga County Fair  Diamond Sponsor  
Columbiana County Fair  Diamond Sponsor  
Durant Amusements  Diamond Sponsor  
Greater Ohio Showmen’s Association  Diamond Sponsor  
Kissel Amusements  Diamond Sponsor  
Kleins Entertainment Diamond Sponsor  
Lisko Family Amusements Dimond Sponsor  
Ohio Harness Horsemen's Association   Diamond Sponsor  
Variety Attractions  Diamond Sponsor  
Wayne County Fair  Diamond Sponsor  

Acrisure  Showman of Showman Sponsor 

Berk Paper  Showman of Showman Sponsor 

Classic Toy  Showman of Showman Sponsor 

Fairway Electric Inc  Showman of Showman Sponsor 

Fayette County Fair  Showman of Showman Sponsor 

Holmes County Fair   Showman of Showman Sponsor 

Kolar Concessions  Showman of Showman Sponsor 

Pickaway County Fair  Showman of Showman Sponsor 

ENCINO Energy Diamond Sponsor  



7 

 

EEvveenniinngg  SSppoonnssoorrss    
Diamond Level                                                                                                      

In excess of $4,000 
Showman of Showman Level     

In Excess of $3,000 

Albanese Concessions  Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Bullen Foods Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Bush’s Fairway Foods Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Dayton Area Amusements Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Derby Dog Corp    Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Gallia  County Fair   Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Government Advantage  Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Greene County Fair    Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Hardin  County Fair    Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Kim Meyers  Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Sandusky  County Fair   Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Tom Higbie  Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Union County Fair  Blue Ribbon Sponsor 
Fulton  County Fair   Grand Champion Sponsor  
Jackson  County Fair  Grand Champion Sponsor  
Jefferson County Fair  Grand Champion Sponsor  
Lorain County Fair  Grand Champion Sponsor  
Albanese Games Best of Show Sponsor 
Bush’s Fairway Concessions Best of Show Sponsor 
Cappella Games Best of Show Sponsor 

Pike County Fair Showman of Showman Sponsor  
Portage County fair Showman of Showman Sponsor  
Summit County fair  Showman of Showman Sponsor  

Fun Time Arcade Best of Show Sponsor  
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Durant Amusements celebrates 57 years 
Proudly Showcasing the 3 Abreast Merry Go Round  

 
 In 1966, The Prowant Family purchased their 1st two carnival rides, setting the stage for 
an outdoor amusement company that would go on for decades. 
 This year is Durant Enterprises 59th year in business.  On Durant Amusements 50th Anni-
versary in 2016, the Prowants made the decision to step away from the Amusement Ride busi-
ness, and since J.R. and Denise Woods had worked with and provided all the games and a Fun-
house to Durant for over 20 years, it seemed fitting for them to purchase the company. 
 J.R. is 4th generation in the carnival business.  His family’s business, Woods Family 
Concessions, has been providing games and concessions in Ohio since 1927. 
 J.R. and Denise have worked hard to keep things updated, painted, and have replaced 
and upgraded several rides. 
 Durant now owns 26 rides, and they work 11county fairs and 10 festivals in Ohio. 
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Kissel Amusement Company  
Supplying the SWING  RIDE  

 Even though, Kissel Amusement Company is a newer company to the amusement indus-
try, the Kissel Family still has a rich history that dates back to 1932. It started in Cincinnati, 
Ohio when Ralph and Russell Kissel started a pony ride business, and traveled from Greens-
burg, Indiana every Tuesday to attend horse sales. There, is when they became good acquaint-
ances with the Cincinnati Zoo. Both, started to buy, and transport horses/ponies for the zoo's 
exhibit's and pony rides. After a few years, the Cincinnati Zoo decided to move in another di-
rection from the ponies and offered Ralph and Russell if they would like to buy the pony rides, 
which they did. They started to do birthday parties, small festivals around the Cincinnati area. 
As the years went on they kept expanding the business, eventually adding 2 rides and crane 
game.  
 In 1947, Ralph and Russell decided to buy some land in Colerain Township (Cincinnati) 
and start the next chapter of their goals. Kissel Bros. Amusement Park opened up featuring a 
animal petting zoo, picnic area, 3 refreshment stands, Dance pavilion, and of course a midway 
with a vast assortment of rides and games. As they years went on they were thriving in success 
as being one of the first amusement parks in Cincinnati.  
 In 1970, Kings Island was brought to life in Cincinnati. Which made it hard to compete 
with because they had a lot more land, which meant more room for bigger rides, and more ac-
tivities. The success of Kissel Bros. Amusement Park was dropping rapidly. So, they had to 
start coming up with new plans to prevent going out of business. The new plans lead them 
back to the traveling part of the industry, but this time with only amusement rides, food stands, 
and games.  
 Today, Kissel Amusement Company is still owned by owned and operated by Randy and 
Linda Kissel, following their children and wives Kyle (Vicky), Drew (Nichole), and Nick 
(Megan). Together they grew the company into Ohio leading amusement ride provider. Own-
ing 30+ rides, 20+ food and games, 2 separate units supplying rides to over 35 County Fairs, 
Festivals, and other special events throughout Ohio.   
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Lisko Family Amusements  
Supplying the SCAT RIDE  

 Steve Lisko, Senior In 1962, became the owner and operator of S&V Concessions and 
participated at many fairs and festivals throughout Ohio and Pennsylvania. Thirty-five years 
ago, he started Lisko & Sons Amusement Company, taking part in many events in Ohio and 
the southern part of the country. Over the years, Steve enjoyed meeting new people and mak-
ing friends at the numerous fairs, carnivals and festivals he worked at.                                        
 Since the passing of Steve in 2022, Steve’s sons, Tim and Richard Lisko and their fami-
ly have advanced the show to a 40+ week operation working Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virgin-
ia and fairs and Festivals in the south with over 40 rides plus games and food trailers.                   
 Lisko Family Midways is a leading supplier of amusement rides, food trailers, food 
trucks, games of chance, and games of skill. Our team is dedicated to providing high-quality 
attractions and exceptional service to make every event a memorable experience. 

We are proud to be invited to participate in the 100th Anniversary of the Ohio Fair Managers 
Conventions and working with Ohio’s outstanding County and Independent Fairs.  
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100th Anniversary Single     

NEIL HOUSE HOTEL COLUMBUS, OHIO  
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The Ohio Fair Managers Board of             
Directors and Management Staff Thank 

You for Your Participation in this                
Milestone Year 2025  

Spring Meeting Dates 2025  
District 1&2 Saturday March 29 Putman County 

Fairgrounds  
District 5&9 Sunday March 30 Wayne County Fair Event Center Lunch   

District 7-8 Saturday April 5 Zanesville Fairgrounds Dinner  
District 3-4-6 Sunday April 6 Washington Courthouse Lunch  

Future Conventions (Thurs-Sun)  
January 14-18, 2026   January 7-10, 2027  January 5-9, 2028  

Saturday 6 PM Doors Open                     Regency Ballroom  
Extravaganza Evening  No ticket Required  
Auction Silent Bidding 6pm  50/50 Drawing 

GOSA & OFMA Reverse Raffle Drawing starts  
7pm –10:30 

Live & On Line Auction, Dancing to DJ John 
spinning the tunes  

Photo Booth Sponsored by Variety Attractions   
Carry in food allowed, No carry in Alcohol, Please 

Snacks and More Sponsored by: Variety Attractions  
Greater Ohio Showmen’s Association, Breeders World, 

Bates Amusements & Otters Concessions  

100th Anniversary Single                  
Barrel Jack Daniels Engraved 
Bottle and 2 Sipping Glasses 

$100 Donation                               
at the OFMA office  
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